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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE VOLUNTARY REPORTING AREA (VRA) 

CATEGORY No.

Armed Robbery
Nil

Attack 3

Attempted Boarding Nil

Boarding Nil

Hijack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Piracy 3

Suspicious Activity 1

Other Maritime Crimes Nil

Total Incidents 7



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• LOCATION: Horn of Africa, Somalia.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

Several piracy-related incidents continue to be monitored off the coasts of Somalia and

Yemen. On 26 April, the merchant vessel M/V SWARD (IMO 9174244) was confirmed

hijacked and remains under the control of armed individuals, with its latest reported

position at 07°13’N 049°33’E. Operation ATALANTA also continues monitoring the hijacking

of tanker M/T HONOUR 25 (IMO 1099735), first reported on 21 April, with the latest

reported position at 08°55’N 050°33’E. Additionally, on 2 May, armed individuals reportedly

boarded and hijacked tanker EUREKA (IMO 1022823) while at anchorage off Qana Port,

Yemen; Operation ATALANTA later confirmed the vessel’s position at 09°50’N 050°54’E.

Operation ATALANTA assets have also confirmed that the dhow hijacked on 25 April 2026

has been released and the crew is safe. All remaining incidents continue to be monitored by

Operation ATALANTA assets in coordination with regional authorities, while vessels

operating in the area are advised to maintain heightened vigilance, adhere to BMP-MS

guidance, and report suspicious activity to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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PIRACYPIRACY



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

• LOCATION: Strait of Hormuz

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

During the reporting period, MSCIO issued four alerts related to small-craft activity in the Gulf of

Aden and off the northern Somali coast.

On 14 June, ALERT 62/26 was issued following an attack reported off the northern Somali coast,

during which two armed skiffs approached a merchant vessel, opened fire and ordered the vessel to

stop. The vessel's security team returned fire and the skiffs subsequently disengaged.

On 15 June, ALERT 63/26 was issued following a reported attack in the southern Gulf of Aden, south

of Yemen, involving an armed skiff that reportedly opened fire and attempted to board a merchant

vessel. Following further investigation by Operation ATALANTA, the incident was subsequently

reclassified as SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY.

Later on 15 June, ALERT 64/26 was issued following an attack in the central Gulf of Aden, southeast

of Aden, involving an armed skiff that opened fire on a tanker and reportedly launched an RPG

towards the vessel. The vessel's security team responded and the skiff disengaged.

On 17 June, ALERT 65/26 was issued following an attack in the central Gulf of Aden, northeast of

Aden, when two armed skiffs approached a merchant vessel and opened fire. The vessel's security

team returned fire and the skiffs subsequently withdrew.

In all attack-related incidents, defensive measures were successfully implemented and no successful

boardings were reported.
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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE AS/SoH/GoO

SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS

UKMTO WARNING 068-26

https://www.ukmto.org/-/media/ukmto/products/20260613-ukmto_warning_attack_068_26.pdf?rev=138c37f827c14de6b10e25e72f5a8f66
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR AS/SoH/GoO

• The maritime security environment in the Strait of Hormuz has improved following the cessation of blockade operations and the reopening of the waterway to commercial shipping. 
According to JMIC Advisory Note 009-26, the regional threat level has been reduced to MODERATE.

• Active mine clearance operations remain ongoing within the Strait of Hormuz. Mariners should continue to exercise caution and remain aware of the presence of mines in the area.

• A confirmed mine location remains reported at position 26°24’34.920”N 056°20’40.128”E. The International Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) should be avoided at this time due to the 
existence of mines.

• The southern transit route through Omani Territorial Waters has been confirmed clear of mines and remains the recommended route for merchant shipping.

• Mariners should expect the continued presence of naval forces supporting maritime security and mine clearance operations, as well as possible VHF hailing intended to facilitate the 
safe flow of traffic.

• During the reporting period, JMIC published Advisory Note 009-26 “Strait of Hormuz Open”, providing updated guidance for vessels transiting the area.

• A NAVAREA warning remains in force concerning mine-related hazards in the Strait of Hormuz.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Follow the latest JMIC and NAVAREA guidance.
- Avoid the International Traffic Separation Scheme until further notice.
- Use the recommended southern transit route through Omani Territorial Waters where appropriate.
- Maintain awareness of naval activity and mine clearance operations.
- Report any suspicious activity or relevant information to MSCIO and UKMTO.

https://www.ukmto.org/-/media/ukmto/products/jmic-advisory-note-00926-soh-open.pdf?rev=d9dee19edfac4470a1ed29de91288ccd
https://hydrography.paknavy.gov.pk/wp-content/plugins/navarea-warnings/custom_uploaded_warnings_for_navarea/20260619SEC 201.txt


MSCIO WEEKLY REPORT 7

ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR RED SEA/BeM

• The maritime threat level in the Gulf of Aden, Bab el-Mandeb and Southern Red Sea remains MODERATE. Commercial traffic continues steadily through the 
area and no confirmed attacks on merchant shipping have been reported during the latest reporting period.

• Houthi messaging and hostile rhetoric continue without associated operational indicators, while the potential for renewed disruption remains should 
regional tensions escalate. Merchant vessels should continue to consider possible exposure based on ownership, cargo, Flag State affiliations or perceived 
associations with countries of interest.

• GNSS interference remains a residual hazard across the central Red Sea, with periodic effects extending into the southern sector and Bab el Mandeb 
approaches. Mariners should verify positions using alternative navigation methods when required.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Maintain navigation through international waters for as long as possible.
- Navigate closer to the African coastline where feasible and operationally appropriate.
- Maintain close coordination with MSCIO, UKMTO and relevant maritime security reporting centers.
- Conduct voyage-specific risk assessments and strictly adhere to BMP-MS.
- Monitor electronic interference and verify navigation data through radar and visual cross-checks.
- Review vessel affiliations, cargo exposure and ownership considerations prior to transit.
- Maintain enhanced vigilance and report suspicious activity immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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PIRACY STATISTICS (NOV 2023 – MAY 2026)
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PIRACY SITUATION (JAN 2025 – MAY 2026)



PIRACY THREAT ASSESSMENT
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING.

CSO's and Masters are encouraged to register their vessels upon entering the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area with both:

- MSCIO (https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/)

- UKMTO (https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report)

And to report all incidents to UKMTO and MSCIO.

When safe to do so, vessels should document incidents and suspicious activity through logs, photographs, video, and radar footage. CSOs should gather

information on Pattern of Life and Maritime Situational Awareness for their planned routes and ports of call to support risk assessments. These procedures

enable effective monitoring and resource allocation by CMF and EUNAVFOR ATALANTA.

Contact Information (MSCIO):

Tel: 0033 (0) 298 220 220 // 0033 (0) 298 220 170

Website: www.mscio.eu

Email: postmaster@mscio.eu
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