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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE VOLUNTARY REPORTING AREA (VRA) 

CATEGORY No.

Armed Robbery
Nil

Attack 5

Attempted Boarding Nil

Boarding Nil

Hijack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Piracy 1

Suspicious Activity 1

Other Maritime Crimes Nil

Total Incidents 7



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• LOCATION: Horn of Africa, Somalia.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

Operation ATALANTA continues to monitor the ongoing piracy incident involving MT ASANA,

hijacked approximately 65NM southwest of Mukalla, Yemen, on 17 July.

MSCIO WEEKLY REPORT 3

PIRACYPIRACY



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: ATTACK/SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

• LOCATION: SoH.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

On 16 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 147/26 following a reported attack against a tanker in the
Arabian Gulf, approximately 68NM northeast of Al Jubayl, Saudi Arabia. The vessel was struck by an
unknown projectile, causing an engine-room fire and loss of power. All crew were safely evacuated
to a nearby vessel, and a tug was deployed to assist.

On 16 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 148/26 following a reported attack against a tanker in the
Arabian Gulf, approximately 78NM northeast of Al Jubayl, Saudi Arabia. The vessel was attacked
with an RPG fired from a small boat, causing damage to a freshwater tank. All crew were reported
safe.

On 17 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 149/26 following a reported suspicious activity involving an
LNG tanker in the Gulf of Aden. A skiff carrying seven armed persons approached the vessel and
opened fire, prompting the embarked armed security team to fire warning shots. The skiff
subsequently moved away, with no injuries or damage reported.

On 18 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 150/26 following a reported attack against a tug northeast of
Khor Fakkan, UAE, in the Gulf of Oman. The vessel was reportedly struck by two UAVs, sustaining
damage to the wheelhouse and causing minor injuries to one crew member. The tug continued
towards Khor Fakkan and required assistance.

On 21 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 151/26 following a reported attack against a tanker
approximately 11NM west of Bukha, Oman, in the Strait of Hormuz. The vessel was struck by an
unknown projectile, causing a fire onboard. All crew were reported safe, and the vessel
subsequently anchored while awaiting tug assistance.

On 21 October, MSCIO issued ALERT 152/26 following a time-late report of an incident involving a
tanker approximately 30NM southeast of Al Faw, Iraq, in the Northern Arabian Gulf, on 20
October. The vessel was reportedly struck by an unknown projectile. No casualties or substantial
damage were reported.
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR AS/SoH/GoO

• The maritime security environment in the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman remains highly volatile. The regional threat level in the Strait
of Hormuz is currently assessed as SEVERE, with deliberate hostile action considered highly likely under current conditions.

• Commercial traffic through the Strait of Hormuz remained at reduced levels, with vessels transiting via both the southern Omani corridor and the
northern Iranian-controlled route. Operator caution persisted following previous attacks, and several companies continued to delay or reschedule
passages.

• The risk of drifting or uncharted mines within and adjacent to the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) remains. Mine danger areas remain active, while GNSS
interference and AIS anomalies continue to be consistently reported across the Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman and Arabian Gulf.

• Merchant vessels should:

- Maintain heightened situational awareness throughout all approaches and transits.
- Expect increased VHF hails, surveillance activity and possible UAS overflights.
- Consider the operational implications of AIS transmission in accordance with company procedures and applicable regulations.
- Report suspicious activity or relevant information immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR RED SEA/BeM

• The maritime threat level in the Gulf of Aden, Bab el Mandeb and Southern Red Sea is currently assessed as SUBSTANTIAL, following the two confirmed
Houthi attacks against a Saudi-flagged tanker. The incident demonstrated a renewed capability and willingness to target merchant shipping, and further attacks
are assessed as a strong possibility.

• Commercial traffic continues to transit steadily through the Southern Red Sea and Bab el Mandeb.

• Houthi messaging continues to assert that the Bab el Mandeb is closed to Saudi-affiliated vessels, reinforcing hostile intent towards vessels perceived as
linked to Saudi interests. Regional reporting indicates that missile and drone systems remain forward deployed near Bab el Mandeb, maintaining the capability
to disrupt commercial shipping should regional tensions escalate.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Maintain navigation through international waters for as long as possible. 
- Navigate closer to the African coastline where feasible and operationally appropriate. 
- Maintain close coordination with MSCIO, UKMTO and relevant maritime security reporting centres. 
- Conduct voyage-specific risk assessments and strictly adhere to BMP-MS. 
- Review vessel affiliations, cargo exposure and ownership considerations prior to transit. 
- Maintain enhanced vigilance and report suspicious activity immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)

77 10 SEP 26 MV GLAMOR BOARDING

10 SEP 26 0900Z, MV GLAMOR was approached by a boat with approximately 6 armed persons on board, 38 NM 
Southwest of Balhaf, YEMEN. Crew proceeded to citadel MV GLAMOR confirmed armed persons on board, but 
armed personnel were unable to gain access to the citadel/engine room. After following checks, MV GLAMOR crew 
confirmed that unauthorized persons have disembarked. MV GLAMOR continued with its journey to NPOC. Crew is 
reported safe.

78 17 OCT 26 MT AL KHARSAAH
SUSPICIOUS 

ACTIVITY

On 17 OCT 26 1147Z, MT AL KHARSAAH reported that she was approached by a skiff carrying 7 armed persons on 
board and fired 2 shots but no confirmations if they were aimed at the vessel/ The vessel implemented defensive 
measures and skiff altered course to North.. MT continued with its journey to its next Port of Call. All crew 
reported safe. No damages to the vessel were reported and no environmental impact.

No Date Name MSE Category Last info.
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PIRACY STATISTICS



PIRACY THREAT ASSESSMENT
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING.

CSO's and Masters are encouraged to register their vessels upon entering the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area with both:

- MSCIO (https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/)

- UKMTO (https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report)

And to report all incidents to UKMTO and MSCIO.

When safe to do so, vessels should document incidents and suspicious activity through logs, photographs, video, and radar footage. CSOs should gather

information on Pattern of Life and Maritime Situational Awareness for their planned routes and ports of call to support risk assessments. These procedures

enable effective monitoring and resource allocation by CMF and EUNAVFOR ATALANTA.

Contact Information (MSCIO):

Tel: 0033 (0) 298 220 220 // 0033 (0) 298 220 170

Website: www.mscio.eu

Email: postmaster@mscio.eu
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