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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE VOLUNTARY REPORTING AREA (VRA)

CATEGORY No.

Armed Robbery
Nil

Attack 4

Attempted Boarding Nil

Boarding Nil

Hijack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Piracy 1

Suspicious Activity 2

Other Maritime Crimes Nil

Total Incidents 7

4
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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE AS/SoH/GoO

MSCIO ALERTS

ALERT 31/26

ALERT 32/26

ALERT 33/26

ALERT 35/26

ALERT 36/26

https://mscio.eu/alerts/60
https://mscio.eu/alerts/61
https://mscio.eu/alerts/62
https://mscio.eu/alerts/64
https://mscio.eu/alerts/65
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR AS/SoH/GoO

• Traffic north of the TSS in the Strait of Hormuz remains below normal levels. Recent activity by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy, including the interception of three container vessels on 22 April (two detained, one released), reinforces Iran’s declared closure of
the strait. Some vessels are transiting via Omani territorial waters, while others report being hailed by IRGC units.

• Anchorage congestion shows no notable variation. Reports of mines in or near the TSS persist, and GNSS interference continues on a
sporadic basis, though less intense than in March.

• Across the Gulf of Oman and Arabian Sea, merchant vessels report a continued naval presence and firm VHF hailing near the Strait of
Hormuz. Blockade-related activity remains evident, and ships are advised to maintain safe distance from naval forces.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
 Avoid transiting the Strait of Hormuz until safe and coordinated framework for transit has been established by the relevant

authorities.
 Adhere to guidance issued by their Flag State or competent national authorities when considering transit.
 Perform enhanced risk assessment.
 Strictly adhere to BMP-MS.
 Monitor Ch16 VHF and be prepared to be hailed.
 Use AIS as per company policy.
 Whenever possible, increase distance from any naval forces to mitigate risk.
 Enhance radar and landmark procedures to support safe navigation, since GNSS are likely to be unreliable.
 Be prepared to rely on dead-reckoning navigation.
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR RED SEA/BeM

• Despite the current ceasefire agreement, the potential for the resumption of hostile activity by Iranian-aligned Houthi
forces against commercial shipping in the Red Sea and adjacent approaches remains active.

• Currently, no Houthi attacks have been reported in the maritime domain.

• Merchant vessels should expect:
- Higher exposure for vessels with certain affiliations.
- Potential delays for vessels requesting close protection.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Maintain navigation through international waters for as long as possible.
- Navigate closer to the African coastline where feasible.
- Maintain coordination with maritime security reporting centers, both MSCIO and UKMTO.
- Conduct a voyage-specific risk assessment and adhere to BMP-MS.
- Before transiting the area, take into consideration any direct or indirect affiliations between the vessel, its

ownership, or its cargo and countries of interest.

• Reports indicate GNSS/GPS disruption in the central Red Sea. Vessels may experience degradation or loss of satellite
navigation signals. Masters are advised to exercise caution and verify position using alternative navigation methods.



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• PERIOD: FM 22NDAPR 1022 UTC

• LOCATION: Horn of Africa, Somalia.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

A Somali-flagged fishing vessel was hijacked by approximately eleven armed individuals

near Xaafuun. On 22 April, a merchant vessel was hijacked by pirates and diverted to anchor

2–3 nautical miles off the coast of Somalia. Operation ATALANTA has activated its incident

response procedures and is in close coordination with Somali authorities and in contact

with the vessel’s company. A separate incident was reported at position 06°23’N 049°49’E,

where a small white fishing boat approached a merchant vessel at speed. Warning shots

were fired at approximately 600 meters, after which the individuals on board the

approaching craft returned fire. The craft subsequently disengaged, regrouped with another

vessel, and departed the area. All crew are safe and accounted for. Vessels operating in the

area are strongly advised to maintain heightened vigilance, implement BMP-MS measures,

particularly within 150 NM off the Somali coast between Mogadishu and Xaafuun where

feasible, and report any suspicious activity to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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PIRACYPIRACY
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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PIRACY STATISTICS (NOV 2023 – APR 2026)
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PIRACY SITUATION (JAN 2025 – APR 2026)



PIRACY THREAT ASSESSMENT

10



REGISTRATION AND REPORTING.

CSO's and Masters are encouraged to register their vessels upon entering the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area with both:

- MSCIO (https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/)

- UKMTO (https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report)

And to report all incidents to UKMTO and MSCIO.

When safe to do so, vessels should document incidents and suspicious activity through logs, photographs, video, and radar footage. CSOs should gather

information on Pattern of Life and Maritime Situational Awareness for their planned routes and ports of call to support risk assessments. These procedures

enable effective monitoring and resource allocation by CMF and EUNAVFOR ATALANTA.

Contact Information (MSCIO):

Tel: 0033 (0) 298 220 220 // 0033 (0) 298 220 170

Website: www.mscio.eu

Email: postmaster@mscio.eu
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING
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https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report
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