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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE VOLUNTARY REPORTING AREA (VRA) 

CATEGORY No.

Armed Robbery
Nil

Attack 1

Attempted Boarding Nil

Boarding Nil

Hijack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Piracy 4

Suspicious Activity Nil

Other Maritime Crimes Nil

Total Incidents 5



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• LOCATION: Gulf of Aden

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

On 01 July 2026, MSCIO published ALERT 69/26 concerning a bulk carrier transiting the

Internationally Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC), approximately 110NM northeast of

Bosaso, Somalia, which was approached by a skiff carrying well-armed persons, reportedly

equipped with an RPG. The vessel reportedly stopped, while the crew proceeded to the

citadel, activated the distress alert and switched on AIS. Subsequent reporting indicated

that another merchant vessel in the vicinity was pursued by a skiff carrying armed persons

onboard and, based on the proximity, timing and description of the craft, it was assessed as

highly likely that the same Pirate Action Group (PAG) was involved in both incidents. The

crew of the bulk carrier was later confirmed safe, the vessel remained under crew control,

no pirates were reported onboard, and navigation was resumed. Operation ATALANTA

continues to monitor the situation, as the PAG may still remain active in the area.
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PIRACYPIRACY



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• LOCATION: Horn of Africa, Somalia.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

Several piracy-related incidents continue to be monitored off the coasts of Somalia and

Yemen. On 26 April, the merchant vessel M/V SWARD (IMO 9174244) was confirmed

hijacked and remains under the control of armed individuals, with its latest reported

position at 07°13’N 049°33’E. Operation ATALANTA also continues monitoring the hijacking

of tanker M/T HONOUR 25 (IMO 1099735), first reported on 21 April, with the latest

reported position at 08°55’N 050°33’E. Additionally, on 2 May, armed individuals reportedly

boarded and hijacked tanker EUREKA (IMO 1022823) while at anchorage off Qana Port,

Yemen; Operation ATALANTA later confirmed the vessel’s position at 09°50’N 050°54’E.

Operation ATALANTA assets have also confirmed that the dhow hijacked on 25 April 2026

has been released and the crew is safe. All remaining incidents continue to be monitored by

Operation ATALANTA assets in coordination with regional authorities, while vessels

operating in the area are advised to maintain heightened vigilance, adhere to BMP-MS

guidance, and report suspicious activity to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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• TYPE OF INCIDENT: ATTACK/SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

• LOCATION: Strait of Hormuz

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

On 27 June, MSCIO issued ALERT 68/26 following a reported drone strike against a crude oil

tanker transiting the Strait of Hormuz, approximately 22NM off Ras Al Khaimah, UAE. The

vessel sustained minor damage to the starboard bridge wing and continued its passage. No

casualties were reported.
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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE AS/SoH/GoO

SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS

MSCIO ALERT 68/26

https://mscio.eu/alerts/97
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR AS/SoH/GoO

• The maritime security environment in the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman remains assessed as MODERATE following the implementation
of the U.S.–Iran Memorandum of Understanding. Active mine clearance operations remain ongoing within the Strait of Hormuz, and caution should continue
to be exercised.

• Commercial traffic through the Strait of Hormuz continues to increase, with vessels transiting via both the southern Omani corridor and the northern
Iranian-controlled corridor. A temporary traffic regime remains in place while mine clearance operations continue.

• NAVAREA IX Warnings 180/26 and 201/26 remain in force. The existing Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) remains assessed as unsafe for navigation, and
vessels should follow the temporary traffic regime published by the relevant authorities.

• During the reporting period, the IMO Secretary-General announced that the IMO framework for evacuation in the Arabian Gulf has been temporarily
paused pending further clarity.

• Merchant vessels should expect the continued presence of multinational naval forces supporting maritime security and mine clearance operations.
Navigation interference, including GNSS degradation and AIS anomalies, continue to be reported in the Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman and Arabian Gulf.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Follow the latest JMIC Advisory Notes and applicable NAVAREA warnings.
- Comply with the temporary traffic regime established for the Strait of Hormuz.
- Contact the relevant coastal State before entering the selected transit route.
- Report suspicious activity or relevant information to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR RED SEA/BeM

• The maritime threat level in the Gulf of Aden, Bab el-Mandeb and Southern Red Sea remains MODERATE. Commercial traffic continues steadily through the
area and no confirmed attacks on merchant shipping have been reported during the latest reporting period.

• Houthi messaging and hostile rhetoric continue without associated operational indicators, while the potential for renewed disruption remains should
regional tensions escalate. Merchant vessels should continue to consider possible exposure based on ownership, cargo, Flag State affiliations or perceived
associations with countries of interest.

• GNSS interference remains a residual hazard across the central Red Sea, with periodic effects extending into the southern sector and Bab el Mandeb
approaches. Mariners should verify positions using alternative navigation methods when required.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Maintain navigation through international waters for as long as possible.
- Navigate closer to the African coastline where feasible and operationally appropriate.
- Maintain close coordination with MSCIO, UKMTO and relevant maritime security reporting centers.
- Conduct voyage-specific risk assessments and strictly adhere to BMP-MS.
- Monitor electronic interference and verify navigation data through radar and visual cross-checks.
- Review vessel affiliations, cargo exposure and ownership considerations prior to transit.
- Maintain enhanced vigilance and report suspicious activity immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)



MSCIO WEEKLY REPORT 10
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 
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PIRACY STATISTICS
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PIRACY SITUATION (JAN 2025 – MAY 2026)



PIRACY THREAT ASSESSMENT
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING.

CSO's and Masters are encouraged to register their vessels upon entering the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area with both:

- MSCIO (https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/)

- UKMTO (https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report)

And to report all incidents to UKMTO and MSCIO.

When safe to do so, vessels should document incidents and suspicious activity through logs, photographs, video, and radar footage. CSOs should gather

information on Pattern of Life and Maritime Situational Awareness for their planned routes and ports of call to support risk assessments. These procedures

enable effective monitoring and resource allocation by CMF and EUNAVFOR ATALANTA.

Contact Information (MSCIO):

Tel: 0033 (0) 298 220 220 // 0033 (0) 298 220 170

Website: www.mscio.eu

Email: postmaster@mscio.eu
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING
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